2.8 INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS (TITLE V, PART A)

2.8. 8 

Seventeen of Maryland’s school systems concentrated 20% or more of their Title V funding on increasing student achievement in Area 1: reading and mathematics. Summarized below are highlights of changes in reading and mathematics achievement as measured by the Maryland School Assessment (MSA, 2006), a statewide test of achievement that measures basic as well as higher level skills.  The MSA meets requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act, which requires each state to test how well its students read and do math. 

· The percentage of students statewide scoring at the proficient level in reading increased 4.3% from 2005. For grades 3, and 5 exceptional growth (4-8%) in reading performance has been demonstrated by African American, Hispanic, ESOL, and special education students. 

· The percentage of students statewide scoring at the proficient level in mathematics increased 9.7%.  Exceptional growth (>6%) occurred in scores of Grade 4 Special Education students; Grade 4 Hispanic, Special Education, and ESOL students; and Grade 8 Native American, Hispanic, ESOL, and Special Education,.

Student performance in the High School Assessments, end of course assessment, also increased.  71.5 percent of the 9th grade class had already passed the Algebra/Data Analysis assessment by the end of the 2005-2006 school year and the pass rate increased from 53.8 percent to 66.6 percent

Five of Maryland’s school systems concentrated 20% or more of their Title V funding in Area 2: Teacher Quality. Three of these school systems used these funds for Teacher Induction and Mentoring programs for new teachers and for training for teachers in Advanced Placement.

· The percent of classes taught by highly qualified teachers increased from 75.3% to 79.4%

Seven of Maryland’s school systems concentrated 20% or more of their Title V funding in Area 4: Increased access for all students. The improvements in reading and math scores for various students were discussed above.  Some of these systems concentrated efforts on serving educationally disadvantaged students, while the other systems focused on the needs of gifted and talented children. Title V funds were used to implement programs for gifted and talented students in elementary and middle schools, and to support Advanced Placement initiatives in high schools. The goal is to increase the number of students taking Advanced Placement courses. 

· Maryland has been a national leader in Advanced Placement (AP) with continued growth in 2006.  A total of 41,711 students took at least one AP exam last year, an 11.7 percent increase.  Students from historically underrepresented minority groups did particularly well.  The number of African American students taking the test increased 16.2 percent, for example, to 4,800, and the number achieving college mastery scores of 3, 4, or 5 increased 17.5 percent to 2,570.  

MSDE uses the headquarter’s portion of its Title V funding to hire staff in social studies, reading, mathematics, science, foreign language and on-line course development and administration.  These staff members provide technical assistance to the twenty-four districts in their content areas and focus particular attention to the alignment of curriculum and assessment and to teacher professional development.

Title V funds were also used to develop the Voluntary State Curriculum (VSC) in Mathematics, Science, Fine Arts, Health and Physical Education, Reading/English/Language Arts, Social Studies, Foreign Language, English Language Proficiency, and Technology Education.  The funds made it possible for Maryland to provide stipends for teachers and reimburse them for travel expenses incurred while participating in the writing and review process of the document.  National expert reviews of the VSC were also conducted.  

· The enrollment of students in non-High School Assessment on-line courses has increased to 793 students with 1824 students enrolled in High School Assessment Online courses.  There have been 585 teachers who have participated in professional development sessions.   There have been over 50 online courses approved with 166 students enrolled in online AP courses.  All of these numbers continue to grow.
