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PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The School Improvement Grants (SIG) program is authorized by section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). The U.S. Department of Education (Department) has published final requirements for the SIG program, which were published in the Federal Register in January 2010.
The purpose of this document is to draw attention to specific questions and answers that have been received and responded to from Maryland LEAs. Although we believe that the frequently asked questions (FAQs) included in this document are of particular interest to Maryland LEAs, MSDE encourages all LEAs and other stakeholders to review carefully the final 

requirements, the complete SIG Guidance, and the addenda thereto in order to ensure that LEAs  have the most complete and up-to-date information about the SIG II program. 

For more FAQs, go to http://www2.ed.gov/programs/sif/faq.html. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is it possible that Tier II schools in Maryland will receive funds from this grant, and if so, what is their timeline?
Because this is a competitive grant with limited funding, MSDE’s approved grant states that Tier I and Tier II schools will be funded first. If there are remaining funds, LEAs with only Tier II schools will be encouraged to apply, and they will receive a different submission date at that time.  The complete approval process is described in the SEA application which is located at marylandpublicschools.org. 

2.  If an LEA is applying for grant funds for various schools, is it possible that not all of their schools will be funded?

Yes, some funding maybe be awarded to one school, and not another because of the competitive nature of the grant. LEAs should be prepared to easily delete from their applications any expenditure for non-funded schools. 

3. Can you explain the funding years for this grant?

	Grant Year
	Funding Year
	School Year
	Grant Activities
	Total amount

	1
	FY 10
	Spring/Summer 2011


	Pre-Implementation
	$8.2 million

	
	
	SY 2011-2012
	1st Yr Activities
	

	2
	FY 11
	SY 2012-2013
	2nd  Yr Activities
	TBD

	3
	FY 12
	SY 2013-2014
	3rd  Yr Activities
	TBD


4.  Can the State consider doing off-school monitoring, perhaps paper monitoring, to keep disruptions in the school at a minimum?

The State has a responsibility to monitor schools receiving SIG funds according to the approved SEA application.  We will continue to work with LEAs to keep the disruption to a school at a minimum.  The complete approval process is described in the SEA application which is located at marylandpublicschools.org. 
5.  Please clarify the stakeholder involvement expectations? 
The LEA must demonstrate relevant stakeholder involvement in activities related to decision making PRIOR TO choosing an intervention model, and/or in the development and support of the intervention model’s design. 
6.  Will the SEA be involved in monitoring the LEAs external providers?

MSDE will monitor the process/procedure that the LEA has compiled for recruiting, screening, and selecting external providers.   In addition, MSDE will review the MOU between the external provider, LEA, and the school for: alignment to the school’s needs assessment; identification of goals and achievement indicators; alignment of the MOU deliverables; and how the LEA will hold the external provider accountable for non-performance. 

7.  How soon will an LEA know if a school is not going to be eligible for funding?
Within ten days of the first submission date of March 4, 2011, MSDE will provide written feedback to the LEA on their application. The information provided in the feedback should be of such a nature that the LEAs can use it to gage the likelihood of the school’s plan being approved.  If revisions are needed, the LEA will submit a second draft on or before March 25, 2011. 
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