MINUTES OF THE MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Tuesday

February 26, 2002

Maryland State Board of Education

200 W. Baltimore Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201






   The Maryland State Board of Education met in regular session on 






Tuesday, February 26, 2002 at the Maryland State Department of 






Education building.  The following members were in attendance:






Ms. Marilyn Maultsby, President; Mr. Reginald Dunn; Rev. Clarence






Hawkins; Mr. Walter Levin, Dr. Karabelle Pizzigati; Dr. Edward 






Root; Mr. Walter Sondheim, Jr.; Dr. John Wisthoff; Ms. Lauren






McAlee; and Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, Secretary/Treasurer and State






Superintendent of Schools.  Late arrival:  Ms. Jo Ann T. Bell.






Absent:  Dr. Philip Benzil.






   Valerie V. Cloutier, Principal Counsel, Assistant Attorney General






and the following staff members were present:  Dr. A. Skipp Sanders,






Deputy State Superintendent for Administration; Mr. Richard Steinke,






Deputy State Superintendent for Instruction and Academic 






Acceleration; and Mr. Anthony South, Executive Director to the 






Board.






   The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT


   Ms. Maultsby announced her reappointment to the State Board as





well as the reappointment of Ms. Jo Ann T. Bell.  She also announced

that Mr. Dunbar Brooks has been appointed to fill the unexpired term of former Board President, Mr. Raymond Bartlett.  Ms. Caroline Gifford has been named as the new student Board member effective July 2002.






   Dr. Grasmick stated that each year the Daily Record acknowledges






and honors Maryland’s 100 outstanding women.  She announced that

Ms. Maultsby will be inducted into the Circle of Excellence for being named among Maryland’s 100 Outstanding Women for three years in a row to this circle of women.

CONSENT AGENDA

   Upon motion by Mr. Sondheim, seconded by Rev. Hawkins, and 

ITEMS  



with unanimous approval, the State Board approved the following






consent agenda items (In Favor – 9):







Approval of Minutes of January 29-30, 2002







Personnel (copy attached as a part of these minutes)







Budget Adjustments

SCHOOL



   Ms. Trudy Collier, Chief, Language Development and Early

READINESS



Learning Branch, Division of Instruction; Mr. Rolf Grafwallner,

REPORT



Section Chief and Specialist in Early Learning, Division of 

Instruction; and Ms. Ann Chafin, Case Management Consultant,   provided information on the school readiness report.  Mr. Grafwallner discussed the process used to collect information and efforts being implemented to work with teachers and the general public to understand the information.  

   The Maryland Subcabinet for Children, Youth, and Families charged MSDE with identifying and implementing an early childhood assessment system that would provide baseline information on children entering kindergarten.  The Work Sampling System was selected as the early childhood assessment system to be used for assessing entering kindergarten students in seven curricular domains.

Those domains are:


Social and personal development 


Language and literacy


Mathematical thinking


Scientific thinking


Social studies


The Arts


Physical Development.

   Ms. Chafin provided an analysis of the data that was collected by MSDE.  This assessment was administered to 36% of all kindergarten students in school year FY 2000.  In 2001, the assessment was administered to all students entering kindergarten.  The composite scores reveal the following:

(1) 49% of students entering kindergarten were rated as 

“fully ready” to do kindergarten work;

(2) 44% of entering students were at the “approaching readiness” level; and

(3) 7% were in the “developing readiness” category and 

need support to do kindergarten work successfully.

Compared to the data collected in school year 2000-01, the composite ratings show that 9% more kindergarten students came to school “fully ready.”

   A major public relations campaign is underway to disseminate this information to parents and to the community.

UPDATE ON THE


   Ms. Mary Cary, Assistant State Superintendent, Professional MARYLAND



and Strategic Development and Ms. Bronda Mills, Director, Middle

ACADEMIC



School initiatives, provided the results of the middle school 

INTERVENTION


intervention programs.

AND SUPPORT 

PROGRAM



   School districts had the flexibility to decide the specific content 






areas whether it was reading and/or mathematics, as well as the

 




specific target audience at the middle school level.  Based upon the 






amount of funding, each school district determined whether they






could provide intervention services at all three grade levels or focus






on a specific grade level based upon there needs.






   Overall, 38% of the school districts were able to provide 






intervention services for each middle school grade level.  Seventy 






percent (70%) of school districts provided either regular school day






or after school and/or summer programs.  Fifty-four percent (54%) 






provided extended school day program and ninety-two percent (92%)






provided intervention programs through summer school.  The total 






number of students served was 54,000.

The challenges of this academic intervention plan now are to deal with the evaluation component.  The evaluation needs to access the program performance, measure the impact on student achievement and lessons learned.  Professional development also needs to be evaluated in order for teachers to be well informed on intervention strategies.   

ACTION ITEMS

PRINCE GEORGE’S

   Dr. Iris Metts, Superintendent, Prince George’s County Public  

COUNTY 



Schools; Dr. Elizabeth Green, Acting Deputy Superintendent for  

MASTER PLAN


Instruction, Prince George’s County Public Schools; Mr. Howard  

Burnett, Associate Superintendent for Human Resources, Prince

George’s County Public Schools, provided a review of the master plan.

   Dr. Metts indicated that HB150 requires that a master plan be developed by the Prince George’s County public school system and submitted for review by the State Board of Education.  The 2001-2005 Prince George’s County Public Schools Master Plan provides the focus, direction, and planned actions to guide system-wide improvement and operation over the next four years.  The plan

articulates the school system’s plans to address its four major goals identified as the result of a system-wide comprehensive needs analysis, as follows:

· Student achievement will increase in core curricular areas

· School climate and facilities will be safe, orderly, and supportive of teaching and learning

PRINCE GEORGE’S

     (
The quality of school system service delivery will be enhanced     
COUNTY




by improving management effectiveness, efficiency, and

MASTER PLAN



accountability

(continued)



     (
Personnel policies, procedures, and programs will promote the 







recruitment, professional development, and retention of a 







quality work force






   Mr. Burnett reported that the school system is currently placing 

their rehired retired teachers into the reconstitution eligible schools.  They have also updated their monitoring system on teacher certification to more effectively track those teachers who need to complete the necessary course work to become fully certified.



   Upon motion by Mr. Sondheim, seconded by Mr. Dunn, and with

unanimous approval, the State Board approved the Prince George’s County schools’ master plan.  (In Favor – 10)

ANNE ARUNDEL


   Dr. Kenneth Lawson, Interim Superintendent, Anne Arundel

COUNTY PUBLIC


Public Schools; Dr. Nancy Mann, Assistant Superintendent for

SCHOOL SYSTEM –

Instruction, Anne Arundel County Public Schools; Ms. Judy Jenkins,

PLAN FOR



Instructional Director, Anne Arundel County Public Schools; and

COMPLIANCE WITH

Mr. Vaughn Brown, Member, Anne Arundel County Board of

COMAR 13A.04.13 and

Education, reviewed the system’s plan to comply with state 

COMAR 13A.04.16


regulations governing physical education and fine arts.






   Dr. Lawson indicated that the State Board of Education granted the 






request of Anne Arundel County Public Schools to waive for the

remainder of this school year the provisions of the regulations governing physical education and fine arts for students in grades K-8. 

Dr. Lawson stated that the Anne Arundel County Public Schools will be fully compliant with these regulations for school year 2002-2003 and thereafter.  

   Dr. Lawson recommended that each of the 19 Anne Arundel County middle schools select the Seven Period Day scheduling model or the Flexible Block schedule model.  In both models, all courses will be offered in all middle schools.  Dr. Mann described the methodology used and described how each of the models will satisfy the state regulations.   

   Mr. Brown stated that each of the models will be available for students to ensure they complete the instructional requirements for physical education, health and fine arts.   

   The State Board requested that periodic reports be provided on the success of implementing this plan.  Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Rev. Hawkins, the State Board approved this plan.  (In Favor – 9; Opposed – 1 – Ms. Bell)

PRAXIS I:  BASIC


   Dr. Lawrence Leak, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

SKILLS TEST


Certification and Accreditation, reviewed the composite scores for

COMPOSITE


qualifying for the Praxis I and all of the assessments that are required

SCORE



for certification.  The Praxis I is a basic skills test in the areas of






reading, writing, and mathematics.  It has been discovered that on






several occasions that  persons have missed the qualifying score by

only a point or two on one of the tests.  The use of a composite score would address this issue.






   The scores will be:  Praxis I:  PPST composite score of 527 and






the Praxis I:  CBT composite score of 966.  






   Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Mr. Dunn, the State Board






Board approved these composite scores.  (In Favor – 8; Opposed 2 –






Dr. Root and Dr. Wisthoff)

REPORT ON



   Dr. Sanders provided a report on the school systems response to the

CURRENT STATUS 

use of American Indian referenced mascots.  The State Board had 

ON THE USE OF


endorsed the resolution of the AIMMS Steering Committee  

INDIAN



requesting the elimination of the use of all references to American  

REFERENCES TO


Indians as mascots and logos in the Maryland public schools.

MASCOT NAMES

IN MARYLAND


   Of the 26 schools throughout the state being affected, 13 schools

SCHOOLS
have made a change.  In several cases, the Native American community supported the maintenance of the logo.

RECESS AND


   Pursuant to § 10-503(a0(1)(i) & (iii) and § 10-508(a)(1) & (8) of the 

EXECUTIVE



State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and upon 

SESSION



motion by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. McAlee, and with unanimous






agreement, the Maryland State Board of Education met in closed






session on Tuesday, February 26, 2002, in room 841 at the Maryland






State Department of Education.  The executive session commenced






at 12:30 p.m.






   The following persons were in attendance:  Marilyn Maultsby;






Jo Ann T. Bell; Reginald Dunn; Clarence Hawkins; Walter Levin;






Karabelle Pizzigati; Edward Root; Walter Sondheim, Jr.; John






Wisthoff; Lauren McAlee; Nancy S. Grasmick; A. Skipp Sanders;






Richard Steinke; Valerie V. Cloutier; and Anthony South.






   The State Board deliberated the following appeals and the decisions






of these cases will be announced publicly:







(
Marie McNamara v. Montgomery County Board of 








Education – student transfer

RECESS AND


 
(
Lillian Nelson v. Board of Library Transfers of 

EXECUTIVE




   
Baltimore County – employee termination

SESSION

(continued)




(
Norman L. Nichols v. Caroline County Board of 








Education- teacher evaluation/reclassification of 








Certificate







(
Sue Profili v. Carroll County Board of Education- 







revocation of student parking permit







(
Sandra Selby v. Howard County Board of Education -






tuition reimbursement






   The State Board also review certain draft opinions that will be 






announced publicly.

Dr. Grasmick and Ms. Cloutier briefly discussed with the State Board a legal issue involving the administration of MSPAP in May.






The State Board concurred with Dr. Grasmick’s proposed course






of action.






   Dr. Grasmick briefly discussed certain issues involving the 






Management Oversight Panel, the Prince George’s County School






Superintendent, and the Prince George’s County Board.  The State






Board took no action on this matter.






   Dr. Grasmick briefly advised the Board on the hearing on House






Bill 853 on the City/State Partnership.  The State Board took no






action on this matter.






   Ms. Cloutier asked the State Board if it had any questions on a 






proposed amendment to the Education That is Multicultural 






regulation.  The State Board had no questions.






   The State Board then discussed internal management issues.  At






1:20 p.m. Dr. Grasmick, Mr. Steinke, Mr. Sanders, and Ms. Cloutier






left the Board meeting.  Dr. Philip Benzil joined the State Board by






telephone from Florida.  The State Board discussed an executive






personnel issue.






   The executive session concluded at 2:15 p.m.

ACTION ITEM
ELECTION OF


   Ms. Maultsby announced that the Maryland Code of Regulations

STATE BOARD


sets forth the officer requirements for the State Board of Education.

VICE PRESIDENT
Given that the Vice President’s position is vacant, the Board must elect a Vice President to serve until the monthly meeting of the Board in July.  

 ELECTION OF


   Upon motion by Ms. Bell, seconded by Mr. Levin, the State 

STATE BOARD


Board elected Mr. Reginald Dunn as Vice President of the 

VICE PRESIDENT


Maryland State Board of Education.  (In Favor – 11 – Dr. Benzil 

(continued)



voted via telephone.)

COMAR



   Dr. Sanders indicated that the Board requested that staff propose

13A.04.05 (AMEND)


amended language to the Education That is Multicultural regulation.

EDUCATION 


The stipulation was that it included sexual orientation as a diversity

THAT IS



factor and that the by-law be reworded to focus on teaching the

MULTICULTURAL

concept of tolerance and respect for others.  

PERMISSION TO

REPUBLISH
   Ms. Cloutier reviewed the timeframe for republishing this regulation and final approval by the State Board.


   Upon motion by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Bell, the State Board


approved the republishing of this regulation.  (In Favor 10 – Dr Benzil voted via telephone.  Abstention – 1 – Dr. Root)

BOARD
   Dr. Grasmick stated that the State Board had requested that staff  


DISCUSSION OF
review the recommendations of the Visionary Panel, the Achieve 


VISIONARY PANEL
report and the new federal legislation and the alignment of all of these

RECOMMENDATIONS,
recommendations and requirements.  The new federal legislation is   

ACHIEVE REPORT,
very prescriptive and goes along with the Board’s priority of closing   

AND NEW FEDERAL
the achievement gap.

LEGISLATION

 
   Dr. Grasmick presented staff persons to discuss each area of 

 
alignment and what MSDE will need to do in order to implement  


the new legislation and recommendations on Maryland school reform 


efforts. 


Accountability –  

Ms. Mary Cary, Assistant State Superintendent,




Professional and Strategic Development


            Ms. Joanne Carter, Assistant State Superintendent




Division of Student and School Services

· The accountability component of the new federal legislation 

requires all schools to be accountable for meeting adequate yearly progress.  This will require that school improvement targets are set for every school and subgroups within those schools.

· For those schools identified for school improvement for two 

consecutive years, the parent must be offered the public school choice and transportation must be provided to the child.

BOARD



   (
The new legislation is very prescriptive in terms of sanctions

DISCUSSION OF



as well as recognition for schools that exceed the adequate

VISIONARY PANEL


yearly progress targets.

RECOMMENDATIONS,

ACHIEVE REPORT,

   (
State education agencies and local school systems must 

AND NEW FEDERAL


provide annual report cards.  Teacher qualifications will be

LEGISLATION



required to be included on these report cards and the 

(continued)
 


   
percentage of classes being taught by highly qualified 

 



teachers.



Curriculum – 






Ms. Sandra Erickson, Assistant State Superintendent,






    

Division of Instruction

· There is a strong emphasis on developing a state curriculum 

that is clear and specific as to what students need to be learning in every subject and every grade level.

· It was recommended by the learning task group of the 

Visionary Panel that the State use the existing content 

standards to form specific grade level goals and objectives for

each subject in each grade.

· The State will need to determine how stakeholders will be involved in the development of this curriculum.






Educator Preparation – 

Dr. Lawrence Leak, Assistant State Superintendent,







          Division of Certification and Accreditation

· The new federal regulations will require that paraprofessionals hold minimum academic credentials or meet qualifications

through a formal state or local assessment.  The law makes it clear that any paraprofessional hired after January 8, 2002 must meet these new requirements and any existing paraprofessional must meet these requirements by 

2005-06.

· The new standards focus on the changing role of school 

leaders from managers to instructional leaders.

BOARD 



Professional Development – 

DISCUSSION OF  



Ms. Mary Cary, Assistant State Superintendent,   

VISIONARY PANEL 



Division of Professional and Strategic Development

RECOMMENDATIONS,


Ms. Sandra Erickson, Assistant State Superintendent,

ACHIEVE REPORT,



Division of Instruction

AND NEW FEDERAL


 

LEGISLATION


    The areas of professional development that need to be determined 

(continued)



are:



     (
What do the content priorities need to be?





     (
What will be the delivery system priorities?

· How will the results of professional development be assessed?

Assessment


Dr. Mark Moody, Assistant State Superintendent,

Division of Planning, Results, and Information Management


· By 2005-06, the new federal regulations require that the State 

must administer reading and math assessments annually in grades 3—8 and at least once in grades 9-12, and provide individual student results.

· By 2007-08, the State must administer a science assessment at 

least once in each of the following grade clusters:  3-5; 6-9; and 10-12.

· The assessment must be diagnostic in nature in order to aid 

teachers in the classroom.

· The administration of NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) in reading and mathematics, grade 4 and 8, will be required beginning 2002-03.

Funding –


Ms. Tina Bjarekull, Deputy State Superintendent, Division of



Business Services 

· Standards-based approach to funding

· Adequacy based on the needs of students

· Equitable distribution of state and local aid

· Status of the Thornton legislation

· Federal funding – State will received about $6.9 million for testing.

BOARD



Safe Schools

DISCUSSION OF



Ms. Joanne Carter, Assistant State Superintendent,

VISIONARY PANEL



Division of Student and School Services RECOMMENDATIONS,

ACHIEVE REPORT, 

    (
The new federal legislation codifies “principles of 

AND NEW FEDERAL


effectiveness.”

LEGISLATION





(continued)



    (
The new federal legislation requires states to establish and 

 



implement “Unsafe School Choice Policy”



   The MSDE staff will continue working on draft revisions to the  





strategic plan in order to become aligned with these recommendations 




and the new federal legislation.   

PUBLIC



The Board heard public comment from the following individuals: 

COMMENT






   
Jennifer Robinson, Baltimore County







Laura Nossel, Baltimore County







Dr. Jerome Dancis, University of Maryland







Dr. W. Stephen Wilson







Dr. John Lee

Tiffany Clay, Student, Howard County – Centennial High          
       School

Anthony Fugett, President, Baltimore County NAACP

Barbara Desmon

Soham Dave

STATE 



   Ms. Renee Spence, State Legislative Liaison, reviewed legislation

LEGISLATIVE


currently being considered in the General Assembly.  The State Board

UPDATE



took action on the following bills:






   HB 1329 & SB 856 – Adequate and Equitable Funding for









   Public Schools

Upon motion by Ms. Bell, seconded Mr. Dunn, the State

Board voted to support this legislation.  (In Favor – 10)





   SB 588 – Resident Teacher Corps Pilot Program –





Upon motion by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Bell, the








Board voted to support this legislation.  (In Favor – 10)






   SB 679 – Commercialism in Schools Act of 2002 policy –







No position was taken.






   SB 680 – Vending Machines in School – Policy –







No position was taken.

STATE



   SB 687 – Primary and Secondary Education – Baltimore

LEGISLATIVE



        City - State Partnership -- 

UPDATE




Upon motion by Mr. Sondheim, seconded by Ms. Bell,

(continued)




the Board voted to support this legislation.  (In Favor – 9.







Mr. Levin not present when vote was taken.)






   SB 737 – Adult Education and Literacy Services –







The State Board is already on record as supporting this







bill.






   SB 751 - Financing – Aid to Education







Upon motion by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Dr. Root, the







Board voted to support this legislation.  (In Favor – 8.







Mr. Levin and Ms. McAlee not present when vote was 







taken.)






   HB 661 – College Readiness for Disadvantaged and Capable







        Students Act of 2002 –







Upon motion by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Bell, the







The Board voted to support this legislation.  (In Favor – 10)






   HB 823 – Public Schools Certified Teachers – Reconstitution







        Schools or Reconstitution–Eligible Schools –







The State Board decided to forward a letter to Delegate







Rawlings indicating that it does support the concept but 

cannot support the proposed bill due to feasibility of implementing such legislation.  






   HB 1197 – Public Schools – Technology for Education –







Upon motion by Mr. Dunn, seconded by Ms. Bell, the Board







voted to support this legislation.  (In Favor – 10)

AGENDA



   Upon motion by Rev. Hawkins, seconded by Mr. Dunn, the Board

ADJUSTMENT


agreed to delete the President’s Discussion and Plus/Delta Activity 






from the agenda.

OPINIONS



   Ms. Cloutier announced the following opinions:

( 02-06 
Teresa Przytycka v. Board of Education of Montgomery County – The State Board affirmed a decision regarding entry into a magnet program.





( 02-07
Juliana See v. Board of Education of Baltimore 







County – The State Board affirmed a decision 








regarding enrollment as a nonresident in a magnet 








program.

OPINIONS



( 02-08
Coleain Stewart v. New Board of School 


(continued)





Commissioners for Baltimore City – The State Board








has affirmed the termination decision of the local 








board.





( 02-09
Diane Yarbro Swift v. Board of Education of







Montgomery County – The State Board found that 

The appellant has affirmatively waived her right to appeal thereby the State Board has dismissed the appeal.

ADJOURNMENT


The State Board adjourned at 5:30 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Nancy S. Grasmick









Secretary/Treasurer
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