MINUTES OF THE MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Tuesday – Wednesday 

June 24-25, 2003

Maryland State Board of Education

200 W. Baltimore Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201






   The Maryland State Board of Education met in regular session on

Tuesday, June 24, 2003 and Wednesday, June 25, 2003 at the Maryland State Board of Education building.  The following members were in attendance:  Ms. Marilyn Maultsby, President; Ms. Jo Ann T. Bell, Vice President; Mr. Dunbar Brooks; Rev. Clarence Hawkins; Mr. Walter Levin; Dr. Karabelle Pizzigati; Dr. Edward Root; Dr. John Wisthoff; Ms. Caroline Gifford and Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, Secretary/Treasurer and State Superintendent of Schools.  Late arrival on Tuesday only:  Mr. Walter Sondheim, Jr.  Absent both days:  Dr. Philip Benzil.  Absent on Wednesday only:  Rev. Clarence Hawkins






Late arrival on Wednesday only:  Mr. Dunbar Brooks.

   Valerie V. Cloutier, Principal Counsel, Assistant Attorney General and the following staff members were present: Dr. A. Skipp Sanders, Deputy State Superintendent, Office of Administration; Mr. Richard Steinke, Deputy State Superintendent for Instruction and Academic Acceleration; and Mr. Anthony L. South, Executive Director to the State Board.

CONSENT AGENDA

   Upon motion by Ms. Bell, seconded by Dr. Pizzigati, and

ITEMS



with unanimous agreement, the State Board approved the consent






agenda items as follows (In Favor 9):







Approval of Minutes of May 20-21, 2003







Personnel (attached as a part of these minutes)







Budget Adjustments







Permission to Publish:  

COMAR 13A.05.09.01-.07 (AMEND)

Programs for Homeless Children








Selection for National Board Candidates for 2003-2004 Fee







    Incentive Program



INTRODUCTIONS
   Dr. Grasmick introduced the following individuals:

Ms. Ann Glazer, Curriculum Liaison beginning July 1, 2003.

Mr. Richard Romer – first recipient of the William Donald                                         

Schaefer Scholarship at St. Mary’s College – will be interning

with Dr. Grasmick.

   Dr. Grasmick also introduced the three new Board members will be                               

beginning serving July 2003.  They are:


Calvin D. Disney


Maria Torres-Queral


Christopher Cagniglia

ANNUAL CAPITAL

   Ms. Mary Clapsaddle, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

BUDGET AND 


Business Services and Mr. Steve Brooks, Chief, Budget Branch, 

FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM

Division of Business Services, reviewed this budget request.  The  

REPORT



Annual Capital and Five-Year Program Request is submitted 

annually not later than June 30th of each year.  There is one project which is a continuing project for the State Library Resource Center, Enoch Pratt Free Library.  Mr. John Sondheim representing Enoch Pratt Library, reviewed the program elements.

   Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Mr. Brooks, the State Board approved this request.  (In Favor  9; Abstention – 1 – Mr. Sondheim, Jr.)  

MASC ANNUAL


   Ms. Shawn Stelow, Specialist, Student Leadership and Outreach

REPORT
Program, Division of Student and School Services, introduced the Maryland Association of Student Councils (MASC) officers who provided their annual report.  Those officers were:  Mr. Soham Dave, President, MASC, Mr. Bernard Holloway, First Vice President, MASC and President-Elect, Mr. Brady Walker.


   Mr. Holloway discussed Freedom’s Answer which solicited students to become active in their communities by asking 10 people to vote in the 2004 election.  Mr. Holloway along with five other students from across the country have compiled a book of their experiences in this effort.  They are seeking to raise $5 million in order to have the book printed and distributed to students across the county.





   Mr. Dave reviewed the group’s accomplishments this year.  MASC held a legislative session in February where over 500 students attended and took positions on youth related bills. At this session, MASC selected two students to recommend to the Governor for the position of Student Member on the Maryland State Board of Education.

MASC ANNUAL
   The MASC annual conference was held on April 2-4, 2003 in

REPORT
Ocean City, MD.  The theme was “What’s Super About Leadership – 

(continued)
Students Uniting in Practicing Empowerment and Respect.”  Mr. Dave stated that MASC is requesting that the State Board consider having a “Meet the Board” night where students can meet with the State Board members to discuss educational issues or current events in the State of Maryland. 


   Mr. Dave and Mr. Walker read and presented a plaque to Ms. Gifford for her work as the Student Member of the State Board.  


   Mr. Walker introduced the new MASC officers for the school year 2003-2004.

STANDARDS 


   Mr. Gary Heath, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

SETTING



Planning, Results and Information Management, introduced this

SIMULATION


item.  Mr. Heath stated that this standard setting simulation was to 

familarize the State Board with the process that will be used in July to generate performance standards for Maryland assessments.

   In July, over 300 educators will be following the “Bookmark Standard Setting Procedure” to develop recommendations for performance standards for the Maryland School Assessments (MSA) in reading in grades 3, 5, 8, and 10; for MSA in mathematics grades 3, 5, 8 and geometry; for High School Assessments in biology I, English I, algebra/data analysis, and government; and for the Independence Mastery Assessment Program (IMAP).  In the Bookmark Procedure, participants study “ordered item booklets”(booklets ranking test items based on student data) and place their individual bookmarks at positions that reflect their decisions about how much students should know and be able to do on a particular test.  A repetitive voting and discussion process is followed by the introduction of “impact data” before the final cut point is identified.

  This simulation was to provide the State Board members with a more complete understanding of the process.  The three new Board members also participated in this exercise since their terms begin in July when the decisions on the performance standards for the MSA and IMAP will be made.

MSDE
 STRATEGIC

   Dr. Grasmick reviewed the Maryland State Department of  

PLAN




Education (MSDE) strategic plan for 2003-2008.  Staff developed 

the strategic plan to align with the recommendations of the Visionary 

Panel for Better Schools, the requirements of the federal No Child 

Left Behind Act of 2001, and the provisions of the Bridge to 

Excellence in Public Schools Act.

MSDE STRATEGIC
   The strategic plan outlines the goals and objectives for each of 

PLAN
MSDE’s four businesses:  public education, public libraries, 

(continued)
rehabilitation services, and correctional education.  Staff plan to


develop the performance measures and present them to the Board by the end of October.


   Upon motion by Mr. Brooks, seconded by Ms. Bell, the State Board adopted the Maryland State Department of Education Strategic Plan, 2003-2008.  (In Favor – 10)

RECESS AND


   Pursuant to §10-503(a)(1)(i) & (iii) and §10-508 (a)(1), (7) & (8)

EXECUTIVE



of the State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and

SESSION
upon motion by Ms. Bell, seconded by Mr. Levin, and with unanimous agreement, the Maryland State Board of Education met in closed session on Tuesday, June 24, 2003, in Conference Room 1 at the Maryland State Department of Education.  The executive session commenced at Noon.


   The following members were in attendance:  Marilyn Maultsby; 

Jo Ann T. Bell; Dunbar Brooks; Clarence Hawkins; Walter Levin; Karabelle Pizzigati; Edward Root; Walter Sondheim, Jr.; John Wisthoff; Caroline Gifford; Nancy S. Grasmick; Richard Steinke; Valerie V. Cloutier; and Anthony South.

   The State Board deliberated the following appeals and the decisions of these cases will be announced publicly:

(
Coalition for Balanced Excellence in Education, et al v. Anne Arundel County Board of Education -  scheduling dispute

(
Linda B. Smoot v. Charles County Board of Education – student discipline/loss of credit

The State Board also authorized the issuance of three pending opinions.

   Ms. Cloutier briefly summarized for the Board the advice she 

rendered in a question regarding the legality of a contract addendum to the Howard County superintendent’s contract.  The State Board took no action on this matter.

   Dr. Grasmick and Ms. Cloutier described legal requirements for corrective action regarding the Baltimore City school system.  The State Board took no action on this matter.

RECESS AND
   Dr. Grasmick described discussions with CEO Hornsby in Prince 

EXECUTIVE
George’s County on issues he raised, including a personnel matter.  

SESSION
The State Board took no action on this matter.

(continued)


   Dr. Grasmick briefly described the status of the mediation on a dispute in Allegany County.  The State Board took no action on this matter.


   Ms. Cloutier responded to legal questions about the proposed school safety regulations.  The State Board took no action on this matter.


   The State Board discussed and then voted on nominations to the Maryland Public Broadcasting Commission.


   The executive session concluded at 1:40 p.m.

LEGAL 
   The State Board heard oral arguments on the following cases:

ARGUMENTS 







Norman Nichols v. Caroline County Board of Education







Thomas R. Marsh/Taxpayers Alliance for Fair & Honest







    Government v. Allegany County Board of Education

EXECUTIVE



   Pursuant to §10-503(1)(1)(i) & (iii) of the State Government 

SESSION



Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and upon motion by Dr. Root, 

seconded by Mr. Brooks, and with unanimous agreement, the Maryland State Board of Education met in closed session on Tuesday, June 24, 2003, in the 7th floor Board Room at the Maryland State Department of Education.  The executive session commenced at 3:00 p.m.

      
   The following members were in attendance:  Marilyn Maultsby; 

Jo Ann T. Bell; Dunbar Brooks; Clarence Hawkins; Walter Levin; Karabelle Pizzigati; Edward Root; Walter Sondheim, Jr.; John Wisthoff; Caroline Gifford; Nancy S. Grasmick; Richard Steinke; Valerie V. Cloutier; and Anthony South.

The State Board deliberated the following appeals and the decisions of these cases will be announced publicly:

( 
Norman L. Nichols v. Caroline County Board of Education -  teacher termination

(
Thomas Marsh v. Allegant County Board of Education – consolidation of high schools (long term decision)






   The executive session concluded at 3:30 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT

   The Board heard comments from the following persons:








Cochise Jackson








Thomas Riegert








Jon Kaplan








David Flaherty








Charles Jones








Alan Medinger








Jeremy Skinner

A. J. Hyde

COMAR



   Ms. JoAnne Carter, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

13A.01.04.01-.08


Student and School Services, reviewed these proposed regulations.

(REPEAL & NEW)


These regulations will create a single accountability system for all

PUBLIC SCHOOL


public school students, public schools, local school systems, and

STANDARDS


alternative education programs serving Maryland public school

ADOPTION



students.

The accountability system will require all schools and school systems to make adequate yearly progress in reading and math achievement for all students in the aggregate and disaggregated by race/ethnicity, limited English proficiency, special education, and eligibility for free and reduced price meals.  The accountability system will also include sanctions and rewards that the State will use to hold public schools and school systems accountable for student achievement and for making adequate yearly progress.

The majority of comments received by the State Board on the proposed new standards related to the inclusion of sexual orientation among the categories of students who, along with all students, who are entitled to have an educational environment that is safe and free from any form of harassment.






   Upon motion by Dr. Pizzigati, seconded by Ms. Bell, the State

Board adopted these proposed regulations on the statewide accountability system.  (In Favor – 8.  Opposed – 3 – Rev. Hawkins, Dr. Root and Dr. Wisthoff.  Dr. Benzil participated in this discussion and vote on this regulation via telephone.)

   The State Board asked that a workgroup be formed of staff from local school systems to develop recommendations that will ensure that this policy is adhered to in all schools throughout the State.

COMAR



   Ms. Cloutier stated that due to the action just taken by the State

13A.04.05 (REPEAL &

Board on Public School Standards, this regulation dealing with school

WITHDRAWAL)


safety needs to be repealed and withdrawn.

EDUCATION THAT

IS MULCULTURAL 

   Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Ms. Bell, the State 






Board adopted the proposal to repeal and withdraw this regulation.






(In Favor – 10)

COMAR



   Dr. Lynn Linde, Chief, Student Services and Alternative Programs

13A.08.01.18-.20 (NEW)

Branch, Division of Student and School Services, and Mr. Chuck

STUDENTS –


Buckler, Specialist, Alternative Program, Student Services and 

UNSAFE SCHOOL


Alternative Programs Branch, Division of Student and School 

TRANSFER



Services, reviewed this new regulation.

OPTION





   Dr. Linde indicated that the Unsafe School Choice Option of Title 

IX of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires that each State receiving funds under the Act establish and implement a statewide policy requiring that a student attending a ‘persistently dangerous’ public elementary or secondary school, as determined by the State in consultation with a representative sample of local educational agencies (LEA), or who becomes a victim of crime of violence, as determined by State law, while in or on the grounds of a public elementary or secondary school that the student attends, be allowed to attend a safe public elementary or secondary school within the LEA, including a public charter school. Thus, there are two reasons for which a student must be offered an option to transfer to a safe elementary or secondary school:  (1) if the student’s school is designated as ‘persistently dangerous’ or (2) if the student is the 

victim of a crime of violence while in or on the grounds of a public elementary or secondary school that the student attends.

   Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Ms. Bell, and unanimous approval, the State Board adopted these new regulations.  (In Favor – 10)



COMAR



   Dr. Lynn Linde, Chief, Student Services and Alternative Program 

13A.10.01.01 & .03 


Branch, Division of Student and School Services, reviewed this

(AMEND)



proposed amendment.  This amendment will provide an annual

HOME



verification procedure as well as a process for informing local school

INSTRUCTION -


systems if the status of a child being home-schooled changes during

GENERAL



the school year.

REGULATIONS

Upon motion by Dr. Root, seconded by Dr. Pizzigati, and with unanimous approval,  the State Board adopted this amended regulation.  (In Favor –10)

ADJOURNMENT


   The State Board adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

RECONVENED


   The State Board reconvened on Wednesday, June 25, 2003 at 

9:05 a.m.

REPORT OF THE


   Ms. Colleen Seremet, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

FINE ARTS



Instruction; Mr. Richard Deasy, Co-Chair, Fine Arts Advisory Panel

ADVISORY



and Director, Arts Education Partnership; Dr. Bennett Lentczner, 

PANEL
President, RealVisions; and Dr. Linda Whitesitt, RealVisions, provided an update on the progress toward the implementation of State content and achievement standards for Fine Arts Education and standards for program evaluation.




   Mr. Deasy stated that the Fine Arts Education Advisory Panel was





appointed in 1996 by Dr. Grasmick and was charged with developing 

a plan for implementing the recommendations of the Fine Arts 

Standards Task Force that were accepted in February 1996.  The 

priorities that have emerged from the panel’s process that continue to 

guide its collaborative efforts and actions statewide include:

· Recommending priorities for incentive grants to local school systems to support strategic planning efforts that encompass curriculum alignment and developing  support of the state standards and teacher professional development opportunities that promote continuous growth;

· Creating model professional development programs for teachers that focus on translating research releated to fine arts education into strategies for instructional practice; and,

· Recommending strategies for evaluating the success of fine arts programs in meeting or exceeding the State’s fine arts standards.

   Mr. Deasy indicated that $1.7 million was awarded to school

systems during FY 2003 to support implementation of locally developed long-range, strategic plans for improving arts education programs.  MSDE in collaboration with the Advisory Panel developed the Strategic Planning Initiative to encourage local school systems to include elements of curriculum alignment and development, teacher professional development and assessment development in their program improvement efforts.  This Fine Arts Initiative grants program has evolved into a formula-based program that supports initiatives in all 24 school systems.  

   Mr. Deasy stated that the Arts Education in Maryland Schools alliance (AEMS) was awarded a National Endowment for the Arts grant, through its Arts Learning Program, to review the status of fine arts strategic planning process across Maryland.  The study seeks to identify best practices in strategic planning and implementation.  

REPORT OF THE


   Dr. Lentczner and Dr. Whitesitt, provided a review of what is 

FINE ARTS 



emerging as the local school systems are designing their strategic ADVISORY



plans.  This review was completed in six school systems:  Allegany PANEL



County; Baltimore City; Cecil County; Dorchester County; Frederick (continued)



County; and, Prince George’s County.




   Ms. Seremet reported that curriculum writing teams will begin work 





in July on the development of the voluntary state curricula for 





dance, music, theatre, and visual arts.  In conjunction with the MSDE 



contract agreement with Westat, staff will ask them to focus on the 



design and development of an Assessment Tool Kit.  This Assessment 

Tool Kit would focus on strategies that enhance instructional practice and that set the stage for the development of local school system/state partnerships for fine arts assessment. 

Ms. Felicia Wilson, Director of Very Special Arts, provided a few remarks on art programs throughout the State for students who are visually impaired or blind. 

Ms. Mary Ann Mears, presented a gift to Mr. Sondheim in recognition of his support of fine arts education programs.

COMAR



   Dr. Lawrence Leak, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

13A.12.01.13 (AMEND)

Certification and Accreditation, reviewed these proposed 

CERTIFICATION –


amendments.  These amendments are designed to provide an

ADDING NEW


additional option for professionally certified teachers to add a content

CERTIFICATION


endorsement to their certificates.

AREAS

(ADOPTION)


   The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation places significant


requirements on teachers.  One of these new requirements call for teachers in core academic content areas to be “highly qualified”.  Specifically, the NCLB states one of the ways that a middle school (and a high school) teacher can become highly qualified is to pass a rigorous state subject test in each of the academic subjects in which the teacher teaches.

   Upon motion by Mr. Levin, seconded by Dr. Root, and with unanimous approval, the State Board adopted these proposed amendments.  (In Favor – 9)

STATE BOARD


   Dr. Lawrence Leak, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

RESOLUTION


Certification and Accrediation, discussed this resolution.  This 

IN SUPPORT


resolution is to declare support for Maryland’s Associate of Arts in

OF THE



Teaching (AAT) degree following recommendations #14-16 of the

ASSOCIATE ARTS


Quality Teacher Workgroup implementation plan.

IN TEACHING


The following three recommendations pertain to Maryland’s two-year and four-year institutions of higher education efforts to address the teacher shortages through a seamless transfer system:

STATE BOARD 



(    Endorse the AAT degree and support the immediate RESOLUTION


                  writing of outcomes in the secondary content areas, special IN SUPPORT   


                  education, and early childhood education.

OF THE

ASSOCIATE ARTS



(    Ensure the full implementation and expansion where  

IN TEACHING
      

                  necessary of articulation agreements between Maryland 

 



      two-year and four-year colleges and universities, assuring  




      the acceptance of the AAT degree.





(    Strongly support the development and implementation of       

      the AAT degree in secondary education, special education    

                  and early childhood education.

   Upon motion by Ms. Bell, seconded by Mr. Levin, and with unanimous approval, the State Board adopted this resolution which will be sent to organizational leaders of higher education in Maryland.  

(In Favor – 9)

ADOPTION OF


   Dr. Lawrence Leak, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of

PARAPROFESSIONAL

Certification and Accreditation, reviewed this assessment entitled

ASSESSMENT


ParaPro.  The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)  places new 

requirements on instructional paraprofessionals.  Specifically, each state receiving Title I funds under Part A of NCLB must develop a plan to ensure that all paraprofessionals working in Title I supported programs must hold a high school diploma or GED and have met one of the following requirements to be highly qualified:

· Completed at least two years of study in an institution of higher education; or

· Obtained an associate’s (or higher) degree; or

· Met rigorous standards of quality demonstrated through a state or local assessment of the knowledge or and the ability to assist in the teaching of reading, writing, and mathematics.

   These requirements apply to paraprofessionals hired after January 8, 2002, while paraprofessionals who were hired prior to this date must become highly qualified by meeting these requirements by January 8 2006.  To assist states in providing the testing option, Educational Testing Service (ETS) has developed a new test for paraprofessionals called ParaPro that meets federal requirements.  The qualifying score for Maryland  will be 455.

   Upon motion by Dr. Pizzigati, seconded by Dr. Wisthoff, and with unanimous approval, the State Board adopted the ParaPro assessment and affirmed the qualifying score as 455.  (In Favor – 9)

PRAXIS II



   Dr. Lawrence Leak, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of ASSESSMENTS


Certification and Accreditation, reviewed these assessments.  These

tests are used to assess a teacher’s basic skills and their knowledge and teaching skills in their content area.

   Educational Testing Service (ETS) has been Maryland’s testing vendor since 1987.  As ETS develops additional tests in areas of interest to Maryland, staff review these assessments and make recommendations on the adoption of these assessments.  The following Praxis II assessments and qualifying scores that need to be adopted were reviewed by Dr. Leak:

                       Test



Qualifying
Effective







    Score            Date

Teachers of English as a Second Language
       570
  7/1/04

Middle School English/Language Arts
       160
  7/1/03

Middle School:  Mathematics


       152
  7/1/03

Middle School:  Science


       145
  7/1/03

Middle School:  Social Studies

       154
  7/1/03

Elementary Education:  Content Knowledge         142
  7/1/03






   Upon motion by Dr. Root, seconded by Mr. Sondheim, and with

unanimous approval, the State Board adopted these Praxis II assessments and affirmed the recommended qualifying scores.  (In Favor – 9)

ELECTION OF


   The State Board cast their ballot for the officers of the National

NASBE



Association of Boards of Education Board of Directors as follows: 

OFFICERS







President -  

         Robert Lazard, Indiana







   
(In Favor – 9)







President-elect -
          Gary Waters, Nevada 

(In Favor – 8.  Opposed – 1 --Ms. Bell)







Secretary-Treasurer -         Keith Johnson, Louisiana








(In Favor – 9)







Southern Area Director -    Dunbar Brooks, Maryland







(In Favor – 9)

OPINIONS



   Ms. Valerie Cloutier announced the following opinions:

03-21 Marie Lowe-Yates v. Prince George’s County Board          
of Education  -  The State Board has affirmed the decision of the local board on an employee termination based on insubordination and violation of rules, unauthorized absences and conduct which reflected unfavorably on the school system.

OPINIONS




03-22   Debra McDaniel v. Montgomery County Board of

(continued)
Education – This is a parent request for transportation to be provided with a parent initiated student transfer.  This is not consistent with the Montgomery County Board of Education rules.  The State Board found that the local board’s decision was consistent with its own policy and regulations on student transfer and is therefore not arbitrary, unreasonable, or illegal.

03-23
Joseph Shade v. St. Mary’s County Board of Education --  This appeal involved a promotional decision by the local board.  The State Board found that there was no due process violations or other illegalities in the proceedings and therefore affirmed the local board’s decision.

PRESIDENT’S


   Ms. Maultsby gave opening remarks at the Career and Technology

DISCUSSION 


luncheon recognizing all of the MSDE partners.

Ms. Bell attended a number of graduations.  She attended a committee meeting for the Maryland Association of Boards of Education to discuss the upcoming conference.  Ms. Bell also attended an award ceremony for community outreach partners for the Prince George’s County school system and presented one of these awards in honor of Reginald Dunn.

Dr. Wisthoff attended the North Anne Arundel County Chamber of Commerce Educator Award program.  He attended a program held at the Chesapeake Arts in the former Brooklyn Park High School building in Anne Arundel County.

Mr. Levin attended a Board meeting of the Anne Arundel County Teachers Foundation for Educational Excellence and was re-elected to serve on that board.

Dr. Pizzigati attended the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) study group on the lost curriculum. She attended

The Maryland Association of Boards of Education summer leadership conference held in Allegany County.  Dr. Pizzigati also attended an event at the National Press Club that focused on the early childhood work of Montgomery County Public Schools.

   Mr. Brooks attended the National Association of Boards of Education (NASBE) board meeting held in Alexandria, VA.  He participated on a panel discussion sponsored by the Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE) discussing of the role of presidents of local boards of education.  Mr. Brooks also presented the Distinguished Alumni Award for Baltimore City Community College at graduation ceremonies.

PRESIDENT’S


   Ms. Gifford graduated from high school.

DISCUSSION

(continued)
   Dr. Grasmick spoke at the Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE) conference in Allegany County.  She visited with the U.S. Secretary of Education and the President at the White House related to the submission of MSDE’s plan for accountability.  Dr. Grasmick attended many graduations.

PARTNERSHIP


   Dr. Grasmick stated that the reauthorization of the Elementary and    

ACTIONS TO


Secondary Education Act (No Child Left Behind), requires every state

ENHANCE BCPS


to have a single system of school accountability for all schools and

PERFORMANCE
systems.  The federal law also includes provisions calling on states to identify school systems having 25% or more of their schools under local reconstitution for more than three years on January 8, 2002 to be identified for corrective action.  The Baltimore City Public School System falls within this category.


   In partnership with the Baltimore City School System, MSDE will working closely with the school system in the areas of: 

(1) staffing and budgeting process; 

(2) curriculum audit to ensure the alignment of content standards; 

(3) redeployment of the area executive officers and how these areas are affected; 

(4) progress of the middle schools; 

(5) securing a COO (Chief Operating Officer); 

(6) alignment of professional development; 

(7) adjustment to the workload of principals; and

(8) consistent and high quality principal evaluation process.

   Dr. Patricia Welch, President, Board of School Commissioners for Baltimore City and Dr. Bonnie Copeland, Acting CEO, Baltimore City Public Schools, gave remarks on these areas of concerns.  They indicated that their board is fully supportive of these actions and these areas of concern.  

   Dr. Copeland indicated that a review has been conducted by the Greater Baltimore Committee and President’s Roundtable, of the BCPS financial management system.  Discussions are already underway on ways to alleviate the identified findings.   

   Dr. Welch reported that the City system plans to place 10 business managers in 10 different high schools that will assist principals in becoming more of the instructional leader in the school.  The State Board suggested that discussions be held with Talbot County Public School System where the business manager concept has already been implemented.

PARTNERSHIP


   Mayor Martin O’Malley gave remarks to the Board on the efforts ACTIONS TO


of the partnership between the City, State Board of Education and the ENHANCE BCPS


Baltimore City Public school system to improve the city schools.  The PERFORMANCE


Mayor indicated that business people have been solicited from the

(continued)
Greater Baltimore Committee and the President’s Roundtable to assist the school system in improving the business operations of the school system.  The Mayor stated that he is very much committed to assisting the school system and being an active partner with the State Board of Education and the Baltimore City School System in continuing to improve the students and schools in Baltimore City.

BOARD 
   Ms. Maultsby presented a gift to Ms. Caroline Gifford and Mr. 

MEMBER
Walter Sondheim, whose terms end on June 30, 2003.  The Board

RECOGNITION
also saw a video that had been prepared on Mr. Sondheim’s life and contributions to education.  


   The Board heard remarks from Ms. Gifford and Mr. Sondheim.

PRESENTATION
   Ms. Celeste Carr Williams, retiring President, Prince George’s 


County Education Association, presented to the State Board Volume II of the constructive and positives activities that are happening in the Prince George’s County Public School System.  The Prince George’s County Education Association represents 9,000 educators in Prince George’s County.

ADJOURNMENT
   The State Board meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Nancy S. Grasmick






Secretary/Treasurer

NSG:sgc

APPROVED:  July 22, 2003
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