MINUTES OF THE MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Tuesday-Wednesday

October 25-26, 2005

Maryland State Board of Education

200 W. Baltimore Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

The Maryland State Board of Education met in regular session on Tuesday, October 25, 2005 and Wednesday, October 26, 2005 at the Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building.  The following members were in attendance:  Dr. Edward Root, President; Mr. Dunbar Brooks, Vice President, Dr. Lelia T. Allen; Mr. Henry Butta; Ms. Beverly A. Cooper; Mr. Calvin Disney, Dr. Karabelle Pizzigati; Dr. Maria Torres-Queral; Ms. Jo Ann T. Bell, Mr. David Tufaro, Mr. Richard Goodall, Mr. Josh Michael and Dr. Nancy S. Grasmick, Secretary/Treasurer and State Superintendent of Schools. 

Elizabeth Kameen, Assistant Attorney General and the following staff members were present:  Dr. A. Skipp Sanders, Deputy State Superintendent, Office of Administration; Dr. Ronald Peiffer, Deputy State Superintendent, Office of Academic Policy; Mr. Richard Steinke, Deputy State Superintendent, and Mr. Anthony South, Executive Director to the State Board.

	CONSENT AGENDA
	Upon motion by Dr. Allen, seconded by Mr. Brooks, and with unanimous agreement, the State Board approved the consent agenda items as follows (In Favor – 12):

Approval of Minutes of September 26-27, 2005, 

Personnel

Budget Adjustments

Permission to Publish:

COMAR 13A.02.06.02 (AMEND)

  General Financial Aid to Local School Systems

COMAR 13A.08.01.01 (AMEND)

  Students – General Regulations

COMAR 13A.08.02.01 & .07 (AMEND)

  Students – Student Records



	AMERICAN STARS OF TEACHING AWARD

UPDATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ACADEMIES

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

RECESS AND RECONVENE

COLLEGE OUTREACH

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING--AMERICAN DIPLOMA PROJECT

COOPERATIVE AUDIT RESOLUTION & OVERSIGHT INITIATIVE REPORT

FINANCIAL REPORTING UPDATE

RECESS AND EXECUTIVE SESSION

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

INTEGRATIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP

COMAR 13A.06.01.02B (AMEND)

PROGRAMS FOR FOOD AND NUTRITION – PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION
COMAR 13A.04.11.01 & .02 (REPEAL)

PROGRAM OF INSTRUCTION IN SURVIVAL COMPETENCIES
COMAR 13A.08.05.01 - .07 (NEW)

INFORMAL KINSHIP CARE
COMAR 13A.06.03.09 (AMEND)

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS IN THE STATE – SANCTION RULES
COMAR 13A.04.01.01 (AMEND)

PROGRAM IN TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION-REQUIREMENTS FOR TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR GRADES 9-12

COMAR 13A.12.01.07 (AMEND)

RESIDENT TEACHER CERTIFICATE

COMAR 13A.12.01.11 (AMEND)

RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATES
HATTIE SAMS LEARNING CENTER UPDATE

ADJOURNMENT/EXECUTIVE SESSION

RECONVENED

TROOPS TO TEACHERS

PENNIES AND MORE CAMPAIGN

RECESS AND RECONVENE

REPORT ON THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION

HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS IN ENGLISH 2 AND ALGEBRA/DATA ANALYSIS

MARYLAND ADOLESCENT SURVEY

OPINIONS

ADJOURNMENT
	Superintendent Grasmick reported on a recognition program begun by the US Department of Education in 2004.  She reported that Mr. Juan Carlos Castro, Chair of the Visual Arts Department at Towson High School in Baltimore County, was named an American Star of Teaching in June 2005.  She explained that the purpose of the initiative is to recognize teachers who implement instructional practices that raise the academic achievement for all of their students.  Dr. Grasmick, along with the members of the Board, congratulated Mr. Castro.

Mr. Castro thanked the Board for the opportunity to address the Board and for their continuing support of the arts. 

Dr. Grasmick reported that the State of Maryland had the largest number of Presidential Scholars throughout the country this year. 

Dr. Root and Dr. Grasmick presented a certificate of recognition to Mr. Castro on behalf of the State Board.

The Superintendent reported that the Governor’s Academy provides professional development for teachers in English, biology, algebra/data analysis, geometry, and government.  She reported that in order to make the professional development more available to teachers, regional and non-residential sessions were held this past year. 

Ann Glazer, Director, Assessment and Professional Development, Division of Instruction, reported that the Department encouraged teachers to apply in teams and that master teachers from across the State developed and delivered the content in conjunction with MSDE staff.  She described the structure of the Academy and introduced two teachers who participated in the Algebra and Geometry sessions:  Denise Morgan, Special Education Teacher and Joy Sydenstucker, Mathematics Teacher, both from North East High School in Cecil County.

Ms. Morgan explained that she has been working with students on algebra after school and that the training at the Academy was extremely helpful to her.  She reported that she participated in the geometry session as well.  Ms. Sydenstucker discussed her experience in the Geometry session and how it enhanced her ability to engage her students. She reported that she gleaned excellent ideas from other participants and highly recommended the training to her peers. 

Dr. Grasmick offered Board members a photo album cataloguing the activities that occurred at the Academy this past year.  She said that the majority of evaluations were rated as “superb.”  The Superintendent acknowledged and thanked Donna Watts, MSDE’s Coordinator of Mathematics, who re-designed the curriculum for these sessions. 

In response to a question by Ms. Bell, Dr. Grasmick reported that federal Title II funds were used to expand the Academy to include the other High School Assessment areas and that the Department is applying for additional grant funds to expand further. 

There was discussion about the growing applicant pool and the issue of providing time for teachers to participate in sessions during the school year.  Dr. Grasmick said that she will ask staff members from local school districts to discuss this with the Board at a future Board meeting. 

The Superintendent thanked staff members and the visiting teachers for their presentations. 

Dr. Grasmick welcomed members from the deaf community and introduced Dr. Colleen Seremet, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Instruction; Dr. John Smeallie, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Certification & Accreditation; and Dr. Carol Ann Baglin, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Special Education.  She reported that American Sign Language is currently accepted as a foreign language credit by the University of Maryland System. 

Dr. Seremet explained that a bill which proposed granting high school credit for American Sign Language as a foreign language was presented to the General Assembly during the last Session.  The bill was defeated.  She reported that a survey of the school districts in Maryland was conducted and approximately 400 students are enrolled in American Sign Language classes, the majority of which are in Montgomery, Howard and Charles Counties.  She reported that there are 24 states that accept ASL as credit toward graduation. 

Dr. Smeallie discussed the problems regarding certification if the ASL were to be considered for foreign language credit. 

Dr. Baglin stated that there are 632 students enrolled in public schools who have hearing impairments and 702 deaf students in Maryland schools.  She stressed the need to increase the number of skilled interpreters to provide ASL training. 

A motion was made by Ms. Bell, seconded by Dr. Queral, to direct MSDE staff to explore issues related to ASL by:

· offering ASL as a specified core credit for satisfying Maryland’s credit requirements;

· affording local school systems the option of offering ASL;

· exploring preparation programs, including alternative programs, to prepare teacher for instructing ASL; and

· exploring credentialing and teacher certification options for ASL instruction.

The motion was tabled until the afternoon session at which time the State Superintendent would present a written recommendation for action.

Dr. Grasmick and the Board thanked the staff for their excellent presentations.

The Board recessed at 10:15 a.m. and reconvened at 10:30 a.m.

The Superintendent welcomed Dr. Calvin W. Burnett, Secretary of Higher Education; Paula Fitzwater, Director of Office of Grants, Maryland Higher Education Commission; Andrea Mansfield, Director of Office of Student Financial Assistance, Maryland Higher Education Commission; and Helen Szablya, Director of Office of Communications, Maryland Higher Education Commission.  Dr. Burnett expressed his appreciation on behalf of the Commission for this opportunity to make a presentation to the Board.  Dr. Burnett distributed information packets produced by the Commission which are given to students at various grade levels throughout their school years.

Ms. Mansfield reported that the Commission redirected its focus to get the message out to younger students about the opportunities in higher education.  She said that an interagency group was formed to work on this initiative.  She noted that the Student Guide distributed to the Board was also produced in Spanish. 

In response to a concern by Board Member Josh Michael, Paula Fitzwater explained that the GEAR UP program, which has ten sites in schools with at least fifty percent free and reduced meals, serves students as young as seventh grade.  She said the program provides information to these students about the possibilities and procedures for applying to higher education institutions.  She also discussed the foster care tuition waiver program. 

Ms. Szablya asked Board members to provide the Commission with suggestions on improving communication to students in Maryland about higher education opportunities. 

Dr. Queral said that the provision of the Student Guide in Spanish is extremely important to students and parents to facilitate the college application process.  She noted that although most students are proficient in English, many of their parents may not be. 

Mr. Michael stated that preparations for college and distribution of materials should be done in the early part of the student’s junior year in high school.  He noted that direct mailings would serve students better than distribution by Guidance Counselors.

Mr. Brooks noted that materials provided by the Commission to students should show the correlation between education levels and income levels.  He also said that the business community might want to help subsidize the distribution of materials to students.

Dr. Allen suggested that the faith-based community may be a resource of funding for this initiative.  She stressed the need to provide assistance in all high schools for parents and students who need help in the application process.

Mr. Disney suggested that this presentation should be provided to local school boards. 

Dr. Grasmick introduced Patricia Gordon, a member of the Howard County School Board and of the Maryland Association of Boards of Education Board of Directors, and provided a packet of materials to her.  She thanked the presenters and congratulated them on the excellent material they produced.

The Superintendent explained that there are 24 states involved in the American Diploma Project, a national initiative to support our high school reform efforts.  She stated that the program is voluntary in Maryland although in several states the program is mandatory.  She noted that testing will not begin until after 2008 and will be on a voluntary basis.

Dr. Ronald Peiffer, Deputy State Superintendent, Office of Academic Policy, explained that the disparities and needs among states are so varied that some states require this to be mandatory and some do not. 

Dr. Grasmick explained that the Department developed a Memorandum of Understanding and is securing the necessary signatures in support of our involvement.  She said that signatories include the Governor’s Office, Achieve, Maryland High Education Commission, the University System of Maryland, and Maryland Business Roundtable for Education. She reported that two school systems in Maryland have provided the National Scholars Program to students which is similar to this program.  She said that the National Scholars Program has been very successful and popular in these two jurisdictions.  The Superintendent thanked the Board for its deliberations on this project.

The Superintendent introduced Dr. JoAnne Carter, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Student and School Services. Dr. Carter introduced Ann Chafin, Chief, Program Improvement and Family Support Branch, and Kathy Joyce, a consultant who facilitated the resolution process among MSDE, the Baltimore City Public School System, and the United States Department of Education.

Dr. Carter explained that, as a result of MSDE’s June audit of federal programs in BCPSS, two major fiduciary concerns with Title I programs were discovered.  The first involved annual Comparability Reports which require local school systems to demonstrate that all Title I schools receive at least 90 percent of the state and local resources provided to non-Title I schools.  The second was the documentation of which salaries and activities were paid with Title I dollars. 

In order to resolve the concerns, a final agreement was reached between the BCPSS and US Department of Education which stipulated the following major points:

1. $10.5 million will be used for direct services to Title I students in BCPSS for School Years 2005-06, 2006-07 and 2007-08 to provide additional Supplemental Education Services.

2. $1.5 million is available for BCPSS to propose for other uses that can readily be identified as additional services to Title I students.  MSDE must approve these planned activities and the agreement details the evaluation measures.

3. The balance of the audit finding, approximately $7.5 million, will be reduced incrementally upon proof that BCPSS is making systemic corrections that will prevent similar future problems.  If the school system meets certain standards, as specified in the agreement, and continues to use Supplemental Educational Services as the primary “remedy,” the $7.5 million will be considered as “repaid” by the end of FY 2008.

Dr. Carter explained that the Title I Office hired additional staff to provide oversight of the Supplemental Educational Services Program.  She reported that the US Department of Education will be providing training to BCPSS personnel on electronic documentation and that MSDE will be sending a team of staff to provide technical assistance as well. 

In response to a question, Mary Clapsaddle, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Business Services, said that BCPSS has budgeted and set aside monies to alleviate this debt in the event it becomes necessary. 

In response to another question, Kathy Joyce explained that BCPSS has taken measures to ensure that special education students are getting the services to which they are entitled by sending out correspondence to parents, holding fairs at the schools to provide information and allowing students to avail themselves of special services during the regular school day. She said they are monitoring attendance on a regular basis.

Dr. Grasmick noted that the Maryland Congressional Delegation is very pleased with the results of the resolution of these issues.  She thanked the presenters and suggested that this presentation be provided to the Baltimore City School Commissioners at their next meeting.  Dr. Root urged that the Board continue to be updated on compliance by the BCPSS.

The Superintendent explained that Section 5-114 of the Education Article requires local schools systems to submit a timely annual audit report on their financial status.  Mary Clapsaddle reported that, as of the September 30 deadline, 21 of the 24 school systems had submitted all required documents.  She explained that Somerset County Public Schools will be submitting its audit following a meeting today. Ms. Clapsaddle said that Allegany and Prince George’s Public School Systems have reported that they will be providing the necessary documentation no later than the end of October, 2005. 

In the event Allegany and Prince George’s Public School Systems do not submit their audit documentation by mid-November, Dr. Grasmick requested the Board to authorize her to notify the Comptroller to withhold ten percent of the November State aid payment and each subsequent installment for any system that is not in full compliance. 

Upon motion by Ms. Cooper, seconded by Mr. Disney, the Board, with unanimous agreement, approved a motion to authorize the State Superintendent to notify the Comptroller to withhold ten percent of the November State aid payment and each subsequent installment for any system that is not in full compliance. (IN FAVOR – 12)

Pursuant to §10-503(a)(1)(i) & (iii) and §10-508(a)(1), (7), & (8) of the State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, and upon motion by Mr. Brooks, seconded by Ms. Bell, and with unanimous agreement, the Maryland State Board of Education met in closed session on Tuesday, October 25, 2005, in Conference Room 1, 8th Floor at the Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building.  All Board members were present except the student member, Joshua Michael.  Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Kameen was also present.  The Executive Session commenced at 12:10 p.m.

The State Board deliberated the following appeals and the decisions of these cases will be announced publicly:

Patreese Morton v. Prince George’s County Board of Education – student suspension

Janis Sartucci, et al. v. Montgomery County Board of Education – local board policy changes

The State Board also authorized the issuance of three pending opinions.  They were:

Eva and Stanley Goldberg v. Montgomery County Board of Education – denial of student transfer

Robert and Jana Price v. Howard County Board of Education – denial of student transfer

Stanley Stouffer v. Washington County Board of Education – teacher appeal from a decision to impose a Professional Improvement Plan

Ms. Kameen provided an update on Vaughn G. proceedings pending before Judge Garbis in the United States District Court for the District of Maryland and on the proceedings in Bradford v. Baltimore City Public Schools pending before Judge Kaplan in the Baltimore City Circuit Court.

Dr. Harry Fogel and Dr. Carol Ann Baglin provided an update on issues involving the implementation of the Vaughn G. order.

Dr. Grasmick updated the Board on personnel issues involving Prince George’s County, Allegany County, and Anne Arundel County.  The State Board took no action on these matters.

The Board discussed several internal management issues:  stipends, orientation of State and local Board members; the agenda for the State Board retreat on December 7, 2005; and general policies about developing the Board agendas.  The Policy on Agenda Development was approved unanimously.

The Executive Session concluded at 2:15 p.m.

At 2:35 p.m. President Root called the meeting to order. 

The Board, with unanimous agreement, approved the motion made by Ms. Bell, seconded by Dr. Queral earlier in the meeting, to direct MSDE staff to explore issues related to ASL by:

· Offering ASL as a specified core credit for satisfying Maryland’s credit requirements;

· Affording local school systems the option of offering ASL;

· Exploring preparation programs, including alternative programs, to prepare teacher for instructing ASL; and

· Exploring credentialing and teacher certification options for ASL instruction. (IN FAVOR – 12)

The Superintendent introduced Mary Cary, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Leadership Development; Sue Lauber, Educational Program Specialist for Middle Schools, Division of Leadership Development; and Roger Pancake, Project Director, Gates Foundation Grant, Division of Leadership Development, to discuss integrative technology to support instructional leadership.

Mary Cary explained that a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation provided $1.1 million of technology resources which have been distributed to school administrators.  She said the state-developed course has been the primary delivery system for promoting leadership development and integrative technology.  Roger Pancake reported that, to date, 850 principals completed the course and that 1150 principals will have completed the course by next summer.  He reported that $750,000 worth of technological equipment, including lap top and handheld computers, have been distributed thus far.

Sue Lauber distributed handheld computers to Board members and provided them with a demonstration of its use and potential. 

Dr. Grasmick thanked the team for their excellent work. 

The Superintendent asked the Board to adopt the proposed amendments to COMAR 13A.06.01.02B – Programs for Food and Nutrition – Program Administration.  She explained that the revision is the result of the Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act of 2004 and that it is designed to be consistent with the federal regulations that govern school nutrition programs.  She said that it was published in the Maryland Register and no public comments were received. 

Upon motion by Mr. Brooks, seconded by Ms. Bell, and with unanimous agreement, the Board adopted the proposed amendments to the regulation. (IN FAVOR – 11 – Mr. Michael not present)

The Superintendent asked the Board to repeal COMAR 13A.04.11.01 & .02 – Program of Instruction in Survival Competencies.  Dixie Stack, Director of Curriculum, Division of Instruction explained that this chapter in COMAR was inadvertently missed when the graduation requirements were changed and the functional tests eliminated and replaced with the High School Assessment in algebra/data analysis, biology, English, and government.  She said that it was published in the Maryland Register and no public comments were received. 

Upon motion by Ms. Cooper, seconded by Dr. Pizzigati, and with unanimous agreement, the Board adopted the proposed repeal of the regulation. (IN FAVOR – 12)

JoAnne Carter explained that “Informal Kinship Care” describes a living arrangement in which a relative of a child, who is not in the care, custody or guardianship of the local department of social services, provides for the care and custody of the child due to a serious family hardship.  She explained that this regulation implements the law pertaining to the education of children in informal kinship care relationships.  She discussed comments received by the Frederick and Montgomery County School Systems.

The Superintendent asked the Board to adopt COMAR 13A.08.05.01-07 – Informal Kinship Care. 

Upon motion by Mr. Disney, seconded by Dr. Pizzigati, and with unanimous agreement, the Board adopted the proposed repeal of the regulation. (IN FAVOR – 12)

The Superintendent asked the Board to amend COMAR 13A.06.03.09 – Interscholastic Athletics in the State – Sanction Rules.  Mr. Ned Sparks, Executive Director, Athletics, Division of Instruction explained that these amendments would end the current 300 mile out of state travel restrictions and allow local school systems to establish their own travel criteria with the proviso that no instructional time is lost.  He said that one public comment was received in support of this amendment. Mr. Tufaro expressed concern about the expense of student travel which falls to students, parents, local businesses, and school systems to support financially.

Upon motion by Ms. Cooper, seconded by Mr. Brooks, the Board adopted the proposed amend of the regulation. (IN FAVOR – 8)(OPPOSED – 4 - Ms. Bell, Mr. Tufaro, Mr. Butta, and Mr. Goodall opposed the amendment.)

Dr. Grasmick asked the Board to adopt Regulations .01 and .02 under COMAR 13A.04.01 – Program in Technology Education.  She explained that this regulation would help align technology with the voluntary state instructional curricula.  She recommended an implementation date of September 2007.  She provided the Board with comments received during and after the open comment period.  She reported that although most of the comments were positive there was some concerns about the timeline for implementation of the program. 

Marquita Friday, Specialist, Career and Technology Education Instruction Branch, reported that approximately 80 percent of Maryland school systems will be able to adapt their curriculum.  In response to Dr. Root’s concern about the comments from Washington County Public Schools on the timeline, Kathy Oliver, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Career, Technology and Adult Learning, said that MSDE is providing financial and staff assistance to the school system.

Upon motion by Ms. Bell, seconded by Dr. Allen, the Board voted to amend COMAR 13A.04.01.01 with a timeline adjustment from 2006-07 to the 2007-08 school year. (IN FAVOR – 9) (OPPOSED – 3; Dr. Queral, Mr. Brooks and Mr. Michael)

Dr. Grasmick recommended the amendment of COMAR 13A.12.01.07 Resident Teacher Certificate and COMAR 13A.12.01.11 Renewal of Certificates.  She said the proposed changes would affect and expand alternative teacher preparation options utilizing the Resident Teacher Certificate (RTC) and that the proposed amendments align requirements for the issuance of the RTC with enrollment in an approved alternative program with adopted guidelines.  She reported that as a result of feedback from a large number of stakeholders, the proposal to amend the guidelines to the Regulation includes a reduction of the minimum eight week internship to “four to eight weeks, the length of which is to be determined based upon a program’s pre-employment/internship components and/or the experience of the candidate.”  The Superintendent noted that the Department will re-visit this area in 2009 as to the retention factor of teachers.

Dr. Smeallie reported that this amendment received significant stakeholder involvement and discussed the evolution of this regulation.  He reported that a teacher requirement study group was formed to answer key questions and that the group came up with some very clear findings.  Dr. Smeallie explained the various details of the regulation.

Dr. Smeallie reported that the comments received expressed significant concern about the either week internship requirement and distributed revised proposed guidelines which addressed these concerns (copy of the guidelines is attached).

Upon a motion by Mr. Tufaro, seconded by Dr. Queral, the Board adopted the revised guidelines and approved the proposed amendments to the regulation. (IN FAVOR – 9)(OPPOSED – 3. Ms. Bell, Dr. Pizzigati and Mr. Brooks)

Dr. John Smeallie reported that, in compliance with the Board’s action at its September meeting, the Hattie Sams Learning Center was closed on October 5, 2005 and eleven students were transferred to other facilities with safety being the primary focus.  He reported that monitors were in place to ensure the safety of all students and that none of the students missed a day of school. 

Dr. Grasmick commended Dr. Smeallie; Carol Ann Baglin, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services; Virginia Cieslicki, Chief, Nonpublic Schools Approval Branch; and Cathy Larner, Education Program Specialist, for handling a very delicate and difficult assignment.

Pursuant to §10-503(a)(1)(i) & (iii) of the State Government Article, annotated Code of Maryland, and upon motion by Mr. Brooks, seconded by Dr. Queral, and with unanimous agreement, the Maryland State Board of Education met in closed session on Tuesday, October 25, 2005 in the 7th Floor Board Room at the Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building.  All board members were present, as was Dr. John Smeallie, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Certification and Accreditation.  The Executive Session commended at 4:45 p.m.

The State Board obtained legal advice on a regulatory issue concerning the Resident Teacher Certification regulation.

The Executive Session concluded at 5:05 p.m.

The State Board reconvened at 9:05 a.m. on Wednesday, October 26, 2005.  All members of the Board were present.

Dr. Sanders introduced John Smeallie and Robert Henry, Coordinator, Troops to Teach Program, Division of Certification & Accreditation.  He explained that the Board would like to recognize twenty-three Troops to Teachers participants with five or more years of continuous service as Maryland school teachers. 

Mr. Henry noted that six of the twenty-three participants were in the audience today.  He reported that ninety-eight troops have been hired into the Maryland public schools to date, many of whom are minorities and males, areas of shortage in the public schools.  He introduced the following Troops to Teachers participants:

· Ronald Frazier

· Charlotte Morman

· Arthur Shires

· Wayne Lipscomb

· Chris Rizzutti

· Jay Savage

Several honorees discussed their experience in the teaching ranks and how gratified they are to be doing this.  There was discussion about the need to allow retirees to get certification without meeting the student teaching requirement and that the Resident Teacher Program is a good alternative.

The Board thanked the participants for their insightful comments.  Each honoree was presented with a certificate of recognition by Drs. Root and Sanders.

Dr. Sanders explained that students interested in providing help for victims of hurricane Katrina have raised more than $1,462,990.31 in donations and fundraising efforts.  He said the funds were donated to the American Red Cross and countless other charities and organizations as well as to local families.  Dr. Sanders then introduced the principals and campaign coordinators for the three schools that raised the most funds in their school category:  Clarksville Elementary School (Howard County), Folly Quarter Middle School (Howard County) and James H. Blake High School (Montgomery County).  A recognition plaque was presented to each school.

The Board recessed at 9:40 a.m. and reconvened at 9:55 a.m.

Mr. Brooks, Vice-President of the Board and Area Director for the Southern Area of the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE), reported that the annual meeting of NASBE was held in Phoenix, Arizona in mid-October. He said that Ms. Bell, Dr. Pizzigati, Dr. Allen and Mr. South attended as well. 

He reported on a study group which addressed bullying in the schools.  He also reported on a “lively” session that was held on state board member survival.  He noted that the discussion focused on issues of appointed and elected state boards.

Dr. Pizzigati reported on the bullying session.  She said it dealt with trends in bullying and how it relates to school violence. She said bullying was described as a serious public health issue and that states are working to define bullying and working on practices to address the problem.

Ms. Bell said there was discussion about the problems in schools where disruptive students have been transferred.  She reported on discussions of the danger that teachers feel when problem students are transferred to their schools..

Mr. Brooks stated that it was a very successful conference.

Dr. Grasmick, who arrived late due to attendance at a Child Care Symposium thanked the Board Members for their participation in the reception the previous evening held in her honor.

Dr. Grasmick asked the Board for adoption of her recommended standards for passing/proficient and advanced performance on the Maryland High School Assessment in English 2 and the standard for advanced performance on the Maryland High School Assessment in Algebra/Data Analysis. She introduced Gary Heath, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Assessment and Accountability, and asked him to elaborate on the recommendation.

Dr. Heath explained the process used by a group including teachers, principals, LEA staff, stakeholder groups and policymakers to set the standards to be used.  He reported that recommendations from the standard-setting committees were reviewed first by the technical experts on the Psychometric Council and then further by the Review and  Articulation Committee.  The recommendations were then passed on to the State Superintendent for her review. 

In response to a question by Mr. Tufaro, Dr. Grasmick explained that there is no national curriculum on which to base a national assessment.  She explained that states are not in favor of having national curricula for a variety of reasons. 

There was some discussion about the monitoring of the testing process and the mechanics of the scoring process.  Dr. Heath explained the various processes used to address these areas.

In response to a question about the potential for cheating, Dr. Grasmick explained that Maryland has the strictest sanctions in the country and that Maryland was cited by Education Week for having the highest security in the nation in testing operations. 

The Board congratulated Dr. Heath for dealing with a very difficult assignment. 

Upon motion by Mr. Brooks, seconded by Ms. Bell, and with unanimous agreement, the Board adopted the standards for passing/proficient (396) and advanced performance (429) on the Maryland HAS in English 2 and for advanced performance in algebra/data analysis (450). (IN FAVOR – 11 Mr. Disney was absent)

The Superintendent introduced JoAnne Carter and Milt McKenna, Specialist, Positive Interventions and Supports, Division of Student and School Services and Charles Buckler, Chief, Student Services and Alternative Programs Branch, Division of Student and School Services. 

Dr. Grasmick welcomed the First Lady of Maryland, Kendel Ehrlich, who has shown intense interest in the safety and security of Maryland’s students.

Ms. Carter explained that every two years, Maryland’s sixth, eighth, tenth, and twelfth graders are surveyed to determine the nature, extent, and trend of alcohol, tobacco, and other drug (ATOD) use among adolescents.  The 2004 Maryland Adolescent Survey (MAS) was administered in December 2004 in all 24 local school systems. 

Mr. McKenna reported that there was an 84 percent return rate on the survey.  He said that parental involvement was shown to be a critical part of keeping students away from ATOD. 

Mrs. Ehrlich thanked the Board and commended JoAnne Carter and her team for their hard work and diligence.  She noted that an 84 percent return rate for any survey is extremely good.  She said she has worked with the Teen Advisory Council of Maryland (TAC-MD), a student-based group with representation from a majority of the schools around the State and that the group reported that one of the primary problems for students today, both in rural and urban settings, is idle time. She said there needs to be more teen centers and activities after school and on weekends for adolescents to keep them occupied and engaged.  She reported that this survey provides a vehicle to communicate with students.  Ms. Ehrlich reiterated the importance of parental involvement in keeping adolescents out of trouble.  She said that children want restrictions and often times use parental restrictions as an excuse to avoid bad behavior with their peers.  Ms. Ehrlich noted the importance of setting the right example by parents for their children.  She said “the best investment you can make in this world is with your kids.”

Mr. Michael, who is a member of TAC-MD, stressed the need for middle school involvement in the survey.  He talked about how important parental example is to students and the need to keep schools open for other activities after the regular school day ends.  Dr. Grasmick said that the Department is analyzing the issue of school opening and closing times. 

Ms. Carter reported that the survey will be shared with the Maryland PTA. 

Dr. Grasmick and the Board thanked the group and Mrs. Ehrlich for their presentation and hard work on a most important issue. 

Elizabeth Kameen announced the following Opinions and one Order:

· 05-35 - Eva & Stanley Goldberg v. Montgomery County Board of Education

· 05-36 - Robert & Jana Price v. Howard County Board of Education

· 05-37 - Stanley Stouffer v. Washington County Board of Education
· OR05-06 - Robert & Sherrie Horst v. Carroll County Board of Education
With no further business before the Board and upon motion by Mr. Brooks, seconded by Dr. Queral, the Board meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy S. Grasmick

Secretary/Treasurer
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