Title V Best Practices 2009
Maryland

Area 1: Student Achievement

Talbot County Public Schools used Title V funds to implement America’s Choice Navigator and Mobius Education group’s Building Fluency to increase student achievement in mathematics as measured by the Maryland Student Assessment (MSA). Teachers were trained in the use of the materials in the summer of 2009 and the program was implemented in the fall.  Students were placed into intervention groups based on previous MSA scores. Students who had scored at the basic level were given the Navigator Intervention; those who scored from 10 points below basic to mid-proficient range were given the Mobius Intervention. County benchmarks were given twice during the year.  The results in grade 6 showed that 33% of the students gained an average of 38.7 points. Seventh graders average gain was 27.5 points for 45% of the students; and 70% of grade 8 students gained an average of 26.2 points. Grade 8 data for mathematics is given below.
MSA Proficiency Levels - Grade 8 – Mathematics Talbot County Public Schools
                                Year               Percent of students 
	Year
	 
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic
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	2009
	 
	29.0 
	42.0 
	29.0 
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	2008
	 
	21.8 
	44.2 
	34.0 
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	2007
	 
	23.2 
	33.9 
	42.9 
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	2006
	 
	15.5 
	35.6 
	48.9 
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	2005
	 
	12.9 
	27.1 
	60.1 
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	2004
	 
	14.8 
	29.9 
	55.3 
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	2003
	 
	6.8 
	21.1 
	72.1 

	


Area 2. Teacher Quality
Dorchester County’s New Teacher Mentor Induction Program served 52 first year teachers and 42 second year teachers. A 3-day summer New Teacher Mentor Induction Institute was provided for all new employees. Teachers were introduced to county polices and procedures as well as received training about topics pertinent to their assigned schools.  Throughout the year, monthly seminars addressed topics such as classroom management, getting organized, multicultural education and diversity, effective classroom climate, ADHD, differentiation of instruction and other topics. Of the 94 new and second year teachers entering the program, 91% were retained. First analysis of data shows an increase in student performance in all grades and levels throughout the county. Benchmark measurements throughout the year also showed positive performance in all curriculum areas.

Area 4. Increased Access for All Students

Queen Anne’s County Public Schools focused on further development of a tutoring program, engaging minority and FARMS students in mathematics and reading in elementary schools, and biology and Algebra in high schools. At the high school level, student progress has been monitored for three years as part of the Title V. program. Data shows that the FARMS students in elementary classrooms increased math achievement by 50%; minority students by 37%. Reading increased 21% and 14% respectively. In high school biology, a course required for graduation, FARMS student achievement increased 25% and minority student achievement increased 50%. Algebra achievement increased by about 18% for FARMS students, and an average of 35% for minority students.
MARYLAND TITLE V, Part A.

LEA Use of Funds

LEAs used 85% or more of their allotted funds in the following areas:

	Priority Areas
	# LEAs out of 24 using funds/Area
	% LEAs
	# LEAs Making AYP
	% LEAs making AYP/Area

	Area 1.

Increasing Student Achievement
	15
	62.5%
	4
	26.6%

	Area 2.

Teacher Quality
	8
	33%
	2
	25%

	Area 3.

Safe Schools
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Area 4. Increased Access for All Students


	11
	45.8%
	0
	0


· LEAs that did NOT use 85% or more in a Priority Area = 1 Howard County
· % of funds used by LEAs toward USDE’s 4 Priority Areas = 96.2%

