Lillian M. Lowery, Ed.D.

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF State Superintendent of Schools

EDUCATION

o’
P

Preparing World-Class Students

200 West Baltimore Street « Baltimore, MD 21201 + 410-767-0100 « 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD
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FROM: Lillian M. Lowery, Ed.D. = e
DATE: April 22,2014

SUBJECT: Framework for Statewide School Discipline Plan

PURPOSE:

To provide an overview of the statewide plan to disseminate information and provide technical
assistance to Maryland’s local school systems in the area of school discipline.

BACKGROUND:

The Maryland State Board of Education is committed to creating a world-class education system
where students graduate college and career ready. In addition to supporting academic initiatives
and interventions, the Board realizes that to accomplish this goal, it must also continue to work
in conjunction with stakeholders statewide and partners nationally to create environments that
are safe, welcoming, and conducive to teaching and learning.

After reviewing a considerable amount of research and working closely with stakeholder groups
across the State for the past several years, the State Board of Education adopted new regulations
regarding student discipline at its January 2014 meeting.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Adoption of the new regulations was the first step in the Board’s overall plan to support
Maryland’s school systems as they develop and implement policies to ensure safe, welcoming
learning environments for their students and families. In the coming months, the Board will
adopt Maryland Guidelines for a State Code of Discipline and hear reports on Best Practices in
Student Discipline and the scale-up of positive behavioral interventions and supports.

Following release of the report School Discipline and Academic Success: Related Parts of
Maryland’s Education Reform in July 2012, the State Board directed the State Superintendent to
appoint a workgroup to review and recommend changes to the types of offenses and responses to
those offenses listed in the Maryland Guidelines for a State Code of Discipline. The purpose of
the Guidelines is to provide a framework for local boards to consider in establishing local district
codes of conduct and new discipline-related policies. Though the new disciple regulations
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require local school boards to review and revise their discipline policies and regulations by the
2014-2015 school year, the Board recognizes that with local plans in effect for the coming school
year, this is a continuing process of refinement of policies.

The Report on Best Practices and the scale-up report on positive behavioral interventions and
supports are designed to provide districts with additional resources to affect positive change in
student behavior and to share best practices in working with students when discipline challenges
arise.

In order for school systems to be successful in implementing their discipline policies, the
Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) is developing a strategic plan for identifying
challenges faced by local districts, developing an action plan for meeting identified challenges,
providing ongoing technical assistance on best practices to meet the challenges, and following up
to ensure progress. As part of this process, MSDE will review data and identify resources to
assist local districts. Additionally, MSDE will provide technical assistance on the new
regulations, the Maryland Guidelines for a State Code of Discipline, and the best practices
identified in the Board Report.

Attachment I is a table of remaining reports related to school discipline and proposed timelines
for presentation to the State Board. Attachment II is the DRAFT Framework for a Statewide
School Discipline Plan.

ACTION:

Accept the Framework for Statewide School Discipline Plan.
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